George, though Purse-holder, what is his success here? As little is the Russian Bugbear persuasive on Friedrich himself. The Czarina of the Russias, a luxurious lady, of far more weight than insight, has just notified to him, with more emphasis than ever, That he shall not attack Saxony; that if lie do, she with considerable vigour will attack him ! That has always been a formidable puzzle for Friedrich : however, he reflects that the llussians never could draw sword, or be ready with their Army, in less than six months, probably not in twelve; and has answered, translating it into polite odicial terms : ' Fee-faw-fum, your Czarish Majesty ! Question is not now of attacking, but of being myself attacked !'—and so is now running his risks with the C/arina.
Still worse was the result he got from Louis xv. Lately, < for form's sake,1 as he tells us, 'and not expecting anything,1 he had (November 15th) made a new appeal to France: 'Ruin menacing your Most Christian Majesty's Ally, in this huge sudden crisis of invasive Austrian-Saxons; and for your Majesty's sake, may I not in some measure say ?1 To which Louis's Answer is also given. A very sickly, unpleasant Document; testifying to considerable pique against Friedrich ; —Rnnke says, it was a joint production, all the Ministers gradually contributing each his little pinch of irony to make it spicier, and Louis signing when it was enough;—very considerable pique against Friedrich ; and something of the stupid sulkiness as of a fat bad boy, almost glad that the house is on fire, because it will burn his nimble younger brother, whom everybody calls so clever; ' Sorry indeed, Sir my Brother, most sorry:—and so you have actually signed that Hanover Convention wi th our worst enemy ? France is far from having done so; France has done, and will do, great things. Our Royal heart grieves much at your situation ; hut is not alarmed; no, Your Majesty has such invention, vigour and ability, superior to any crisis, our clever younger Brother! And herewith we pray God to have you in his